a thanksgiving feast because God had protected the King,
the Protestant religion and the liberties of England from
the Papists, Charles told them to stay at home, that such a
meeting was seditious and tended to raise factions among
his loyal subjects. With much the same justice he ordered
the arrest of Monmouth, who had tried to repeat his tour
of popularity of two years before, for " going about the
country in a riotous manner/*

The Duke was soon released, but Whig fears had at last
been worked up to the proper rebellious pitch* Two dis-
tinct bands of them reached the conclusion that their only
salvation lay in treason.

Each group meditated a separate brand. The first was
never very definitely formulated and the principals were
not in strict agreement as to methodvS. However, all their
discussions centred around the use of Shaftesbury's tc brisk
boys " to seize power for their party. Just how the King
was to be dealt with was hardly ever discussed, but the
least that could happen to him was that he would be de-
prived of all real authority and his son named as his legiti-
mate successor. Monmouth was an eager participant in this
plot, as were most of the Whig leaders*

While they talked, another quite independent con-
spiracy, of which few if any of the political chiefs were
aware, was being discussed to more purpose* A band of
fanatics, ruffians and adventurers had undertaken to mur-
der the King and the Duke of York, thus settling the
problems of Catholicism and absolutism at a blow,

Of all the conspirators in either plot, only Shaftesbury
displayed a sense of the realities* His schemes were among
the wildest of all, but he recognized in time the disturbing
fact that there ware too many men sharing his secrets. He
withdrew hastily to the security of Holland, where m a
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